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Report  for  the 


I  have  the  honour  to  pres* 
year  1944* 

The  year  under  review  is  one  which  has  brought,  p  roohially 
and  nationally,  a  welcome  relaxation  of  many  of  the  u~r-time 
restrictions  and  controls  with  which  wo  were  burdened  since  1939. 
This  commenced  on  the  6th  June  -  D-Day  and  continued  to  b© 
lessened  as  time  wont  on.  Perhaps  this  release  of  goner al 
tension  was  most  appreciated  by  those,  who  since  1938,  had  been 
engaged  in  what  may  be  termed  front-line  activities. 

It  would  not  I  think  be  out  of  place  iri  this  report  to  put 
on  record  an  appreciation  of  the  work  done  by  the  personnel  of 
the  various  services  and  organisations  and  I  presume  to  do  so  et 
this  writing  because  no  such  gesture  has  been  forthcoming  from 
ar^r  other  local  source  and  in  the  hope  that  such  will  serve  to 
perpetuate  how  those  in  this  borough  played  their  parts  in  this 
the  greatest  of  wars* 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  all  the  personnel  ..ere  volunteers 
with  the  exception  of  a  comparatively  few  who  wore  directed  by 
the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service.  In  order  that  the 
scope  of  the  services  and  organisations  may  bo  put  on  record  I 
append  the  following  list:- 

Givil  Defence  Services  including  the  auxiliary  Telephonists, 
at.  John’s  Brigade  (ladies),  Home  Guard,  National  Fire  service, 
Fire  Fighters  and  Watchers,  Invasion  Committee,  Food  Dooontamina- 
tion  Bquad,  Women's  Volant;  ry  Service,  Housewives* 

These  formed  a  cohesive  whole  which,  in  the  event  of  a  raid, 
would  have  functioned  together  in  their  various  spheres* 

Special  mention  should  also  bo  made  of  the  vary  excellent 
work  done  during  the  whole  of  the  European  war  by  tlio  lied  Cross 
Sewing  Party  which,  though  unspectacular,  was  of  immense  value. 

as  Medical  Of floor  of  Health  and  Officer-in-Ohi  rgo  I  wish 
personally  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  of  the 
loyal  co-oper  tion  3hown  by  all  the  services  mentioned  bove. 


SECTION  A. 


3T.ATI3TJLC3  .dJD  MQCIaL  CONDITION#  OF  THE 


Area . . . . .  3050  acres* 

Population. . . . . ........ .  818? . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses . . .  078. 

Rateable  value . .....* . .  £9,848. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Id*  rate.  . .  £38-10-8. 


Live  Births  !L?Sitimate  15  M*  18  F*  Total  33 

-  (Illegitimate  EM*  IF* 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  population  15*08. 

Still  Births.  Legitimate,  1  F. 

■deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  r;e.  Legitimate,  1 


Deaths.  9  M.  13  F*,  Total  22. 

Seath  Rate  per  1000  of  population,  10*59. 

The  Birth  and  Death  Ratos  for  the  previous  ye  r  were 
12.71  and  16*48  respectively. 
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Causes  of  Death, 


M.  F. 


Influenza . 1 

Cancer . 1  5 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions .  3  3 

Heart  Disease . . 2  3 

Digestive  Disease . 1 

All  other  causes. . 1  2 


The  overage  age  at  death  was  60  in  miles  and  71  in  females. 

SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


There  have  been  no  changes  under  this  heading  during 
the  year. 

ACTION  C. 

SANITARY  Cl!lTdlj!^alCE^  wF  THE  ..REA. 


water;-  During  the  year  250  inspections  of  the  water  sup  lies 
were  mode.  During  the  late  summer  and  autumn,  the  tom 
experienced  its  worst  water  shortage.  The  situation  u  o 
accra voted  by  the  presence  of  considerable  numbers  of  troops 
and  by  official  and  unofficial  evacuees  in  tho  town.  To 
overcome  the  difficulties  the  help  of  the  National  Fire 
Service  was  secured  and  water  from  the  Church  Park  source 
after  chlorination  was  pumped  to  one  of  the  Council’s 
reservoirs.  For  a  fortnight  chlorinated  water  was  delivered 
in  churns  to  some  of  the  high-level  houses,  a  new  scheme 
has  been  prepared  by  the  Borough  Surveyor  designed  to  pump 
water  to  the  Council’s  reservoir  at  the  rate  of  3,000  gallons 
an  hour  which  has  received  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health.  It  is  hoped  that  this  scheme  will  be  in  operation 
before  the  summer  of  1946. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area;-  35  inspections  of  nuisances 
wore  made;  all  remedied  without  resort  to  statutory  action. 

Schools:-  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  sanitary  arrange¬ 
ments  at  the  schools  which  still  remain  in  a  very  unsatisfactory 

state. 

SECTION  D. 

kutlSINGf^ 


Little  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Housing  vets. 

55  inspections  wore  made  and  in  one  instance  a  notice  under 
Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  was  served  and  the  house 
is  now  satisfactorily  repaired.  To  overcome  the  shortage 
of  houses  the  Council  proposed  during  the  year  that,  in 
addition  to  7  houses  and  8  flats  which  were  planned  to  bo 
erected  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  40  houses 
should  be  provided  together  with  10  temporary  houses. 

The  Council  also  undertook  to  give  to  ex-service  men  priority 
cf  occupation  of  the  7  houses  and  8  flats  mentioned  bove. 


SECTION  a. 


INSPECTION  -aND  SUP  ERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Food  Shops;-  54  bottles  of  Cor  centra  ted  Orange  JuiLco  were 
found  in  an  active  state  of  fermentation  and  condemned; 
one  small  tin  of  baked  beans  and  31 lbs.  of  tinned  moat 
were  condemned  on  account  of  gaseous  decomposition. 
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Milk:  -  46  inspections  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  were  rot  de 

and  strong  action  was  taken,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food  officials,  in  the  case  of  the  control 
of  one  milk  bottling  establishment.  A  milk  pasteurisation 
licence  was  issued  by  the  Council  to  a  milk  treatment 
company  where  a  chemist  is  kept  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  samples  and  checking  on  the  results  of  the  high 
temperature  pasteurisation  processing  plant. 

Meat : -  The  number  of  carcases  examined  was  425  sheep, 

58  calves  and  8  pigs.  Of  these  7  sheep,  1  calf  and  2  pigs 
were  condemned.  One  pig  was  found  with  generalised 
tuberculosis  in  the  submaxillary  lymphatic  glands. 

Portions  of  one  pig  and  two  sheep  were  also  condemned. 


SECTION  F. 

^  VALENCE  uF  ,vND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  ^ND  oTilLI  PI  SIMSES. 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year. 

Total  cases  Cases  admitted 


Disease 

notified. 

to  hospital. 

Total  deaths 

Whooping  Cough. 

6 

nil 

nil 

Pneumonia . 

9 

nil 

nil 

Scarlet  Fever. 

7 

7 

nil 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

nil 

Measles. 

2 

nil 

nil 

paratyphoid. 

1 

nil 

nil. 

Tuberculosis. 


No  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  there  wore  no 
deaths.  The  number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  register  at 
the  end  of  the  year  were  5  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
and  2  of  non-pulmonary. 


Presented  to  the  Council 
7th  August,  1945. 


(Signed)  Fredk.  II.  Rudge, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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